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Inspiration from member associations…  
 
This section shines a light on case studies from 
member associations across the world, who have 
improved the status of archery in their country 
through strategic means. 
 
In this issue, we look at the Young Promises 
Programme in Argentina. 

 

The Trigger: 
When drafting the selection process of athletes 
between 15 and 17 years to represent the host 
country of the 2018 Youth Olympic Games (YOG), 
World Archery Argentina realised they lacked a 
sustainable base of young people practising the 
sport seriously throughout the country. 
 
Prior Study: 
In 2015, a survey created by World Archery 
Argentina and conducted with the collaboration of 
regional clubs and local governments, was run to 
estimate the number of boys and girls with an 
interest in the sport. Through this survey, it 
became clear that most young people practicing 
archery would be lost to the sport if not successful 
with the 2018 Games project. The “Young 
Promises Programme” thereby sought to serve as 
a retainment network for all those archers who did 
not surpass the annual progress evaluations of the 
2018 project. 

 
 
 

Strategy Development: 
In the beginning, three strategically located  
archery clubs were chosen to make tournaments 
exclusively for the Young Promises Programme, 
and the federation committed financial support to 
cover the expenses of targets, medals, drinks and 
meals for the young participants. The coaches 
convened by the programme were previously 
educated to ensure that the methods and the 
content of the coaching were the same throughout 
the country. In this way it was possible to retain 
some 80 archers, who did not reach the 
demanding level required by the successive 
evaluations of the 2018 project, and were instead 
provided with a foundation for future participation. 
 

Targets: 
It is anticipated that the impact of this Programme 
will go far beyond 80 archers.  
 

Firstly, growth of the Programme is strongly 
expected, with new classes being added. Each 
archer that has come through the Programme, it 
is hoped, will continue to practise the sport 
throughout their lives, helping to establish a 
sporting culture of archery.  
 

Secondly, the Programme will help to establish a 
strong elite level of archers, by creating an 
unprecedented talent selection and training 
system in Argentina, and a structural basis of high 
performance sport for the upcoming Olympic 
cycles. 
 

And finally, through conducting surveys and 
monitoring data on the participants' development, 
the Young Promises Programme's wealth of 
information on the sports practices of the young 
archers can be used as a valuable guide for the 
national federation when designing future sports 
policies and activities. 

Article made with the appreciated contribution of World Archery Argentina, particularly general secretary 
Jorge Herreros and technical director of the project Jorge Cabrera. 


